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Gangland Figure Refuses to Cooperate 



By Ron Sarro 

Washington Star Staff Writer ; 

Don't blame the members of the House 
Assassination Committee if they are 
beginning to think that someone in Wash- 
ington has 12 congressional, voodoo, dolls 
and sticks in pins every time they try to 
present a positive image. 

The committee has been trying to 
make the public forget about the political , 
brawl between its former chairman. 
Rep. Henry Gonzalez, D-Tex., and staff 
director Richard Sprague over who was 
really running the committee. -Things 
have not been going all that well. 

Consider these developments yester- 
day in the committee’s effort to prove it 
is conducting serious investigations into 
the assassinations of former President 
John F_ Kennedy and civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr. ' . - ; : 

THE COMMITTEE subpoenaed Santos 
Trafficante Jr. of Miami, one of three 
gangland figures allegedly contracted by 
the CIA in 1960 to kill Cuban Premier 
Fidel Castro, to tell what he knew about 
alleged connections between the Castro 
caper and Kennedy's murder. 

First, Trafficante's microphone woul- 
d’t work. The committee had to delay the 
start of its hearing for 30 minutes while 
an electrician was summoned, as news- 
paper, radio and television deadlines 
passed. . .. 

Next, Trafficante exercised Ms option . 
under congressional rules to be spared 
from television and still photographers’ 
cameras. - This . eliminated -television 
coverage of his testimony; and more com- ; 
mittee exposure before the big audiences ’ 
on the evening news. There was another . 
10 minute delay while TV crews took out 
cameras and microphones. * 

How about this. The committee is 
trying to make people forget 'the 
Gonzalez-Sprague spat, right? So what’s 
the name of Trafficante's Tampa lawyer 
in a black pin-striped' suit? Henry Gon- 
zalez. As he said his name, committee 
Republicans laughed and . Democrats 
winced.. ; - •••• ' 

THEN, TRAFFICANTE: was supposed 
to bring with him any papers and docu- 
ments for the period June 1955 through 
December 1964 on attempts to assassi- 
nate Castro and . Kennedy^ and about 
groups including ALPHA 66, Interna- 
tional Anticommunist Brigade,. No Name 
key group, and the Cuban Revolutionary 
Council, and concemingiiis release from, 
prison in Havana, Cuba. Trafficante 
brought nothing. - /• > ' • - - • ‘ 

Lastly, but most: important;'" Traf- 
ficante didn’t want to incriminate him- 
self and refused to answer any of the 13 
questioned asked him by Sprague, He 
took the 1st, 4th, 5th and 14th Amend- 
ments. . • ■■ >; /;/ •' '• 

“We had some Idea he probably would 
assert his constitutional privilege,” said 
Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ghio„ the commit- 
tee's new chairman who has been lead- 



Reputed underworld figure Santo Traf- 
ficante Jr. of Tampa takes the oath as 
he begins his appearance before the 

' - So why did the committee bother? It’s 
just one facet of the investigative proc- 
ess,:- said-, Stokes, whose committee will 
run out of money March 31 unless it can 
convince the House there is good reason 
■ to give it a $1 million to $3 million budget 
and let it proceed. ... • : • 

-TRAFFIC ANTE IS the only survivor 
among three gangland figures allegedly 
hired by the CIA in 1960 to kill Castro. 
The other two were killed, gangland 
style, in l975 when they were involved in 
the Senate : Intelligence Committee's 
; investigation. 1;: ' V 

Sam Giancana was shot to death in 
Chicago, as Senate investigators', were 
trying to obtain his cooperation, and 
John Roseili was found hacked up and 
chained in an oil drum in Biscayne Bay, 
Fla., several weeks afterhe testified. 

.’ Trafficante had a gangland gambling 
empire in Havana, before Cartro seized 
power, and was jailed In Cuba. “I refuse 
to answer on my constitutional rights,” 
he told the assassination committee yes- 
terday.- : 

Sprague* asked him if he had every 
been under -“contract” to the . CIA, if he 
knew Roseili, if he knew Giancana, and If 
he knew Robert Maheu, former official 
in the Howard Hughes business empire 
who reportedly put the CIA in touch with 
/ Giancana. Trafficante wouldn't answer. / 

SPRAGUE 'ALSO ASKED if he had 
knowledge before Nov. 22, 1963, that 
-Kennedy would-' be assassinated, if he 
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House Assassinations Committee here ] 
yesterday, but he refused to answer 
questions 15 times. 

knew Jack Ruby, murderer of Kennedyl 
assassin- Lee Harvey Oswald, and if-i 
, Ruby ever visited him irt jail in Cuba. No] 
■answers. . ■ • ' ' y " • 'j 

Trafficante also was asked if he ever! 
discussed plans to “assassinate varrious^ 
world leaders including Fidel Castro,” if^ 
his life .had ever been threatened by any- 1 
one or-any government agency, and if he -j 
had been contacted by any government^ 
agency in connection with- yesterday'si 
■ appearance. Again he took the 1st, 4thJ 
' 5th and 14th Amendments., :• _ w- •••. i 

. Stokes told Trafficante that he. could] 
be cited for contempt of Congress for; 
refusing to- answer the questions, and) 
said he would remain under subpoena for; 
possible recall as a witness. In extended 
closed sessions later yesterday, the com- ; 
mittee continued to discuss the Kennedyi 
assassination, but took no action on 
contempt citation. The committee was to', 
continue its discussions today. ’ 1 

The committee last week took posses-; 

. sion of all police and FBI evidence in the-; 
case against Ray. It opened the evidence.; 
in public before television and news^ 
paper photographers and writers, dis-; 
playing the items in dramatic fashion^ 
cne-by-one. . - - - i 

Next week it is planning ta take itsi 
credibility show to. Tennessee to inter-j 
,l;view James Earl Ray In jail where he is- 
serving a 99-year term after pleading; 
guilty to killing King in 1968. After eight 
years in jail, Ray now denies he shot the 




